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that the janissaries refused to advance beyond Tebrfz, l and
thereby roused the anger of Selim. At Amasiya, where the
Persian queen was handed over to Jacfer, they broke out into
open revolt; and their insubordination yet further incensed
the Sultan, who resolved to enquire into the causes of their
misconduct and make an example of those who had incited
them. The Qazi-cAsker's enemies saw their chance; and so
when, immediately on the return of the army to Constan-
tinople, certain prominent members of the corps were sum-
moned into the Sultan's presence and there asked at whose
instigation they had refused to march beyond Tebn'z and
had broken out at Amasiya, the soldiers, eager to shield
themselves, and prompted thereto, it is said, by the enemies
of these officials, denounced their own general the Segban-
Bashi2 Bal-yemez C0sman, another officer, and the Qazf-
cAsker Jacfer Chelebi. Whether or not he had corroborative
evidence, Selim believed what he was told, and straightway
caused the two officers to be beheaded.

But  the  Qazi-cAsker  was  a  great  legal functionary, and
in  his  case a formal condemnation was required. So Selfm

1  See p, 259 supra.

2  At  this time the chief officer of the janissaries boie the title of Segb&n-
Bashi  or  'Chief Hound-Keeper/   Originally  this had  been   the  title  of the
commandei of only those janissary regiments which were known as Segbanlar
(commonly pronounced Seymenler) or 'Hound-Keepers.' Many of the regiments
of this  famous  coips bore names connecting them with the chase; thus one
was  called  the  Samsunjilar or  ;Mastiff-Keepers',  another the  Zagharjilar  or
:Bloodhound-Keepers,' and yet another the Turnajilar or cCrane-Keepers.' Such
names  were  echoes from an  early  time  when   those  different classes of the
hunting  establishment  attached  to  the  Sultan's household were incoiporated
as  regiments  in  the  4New  Corps.'  Until  the   time  of the execution of Bal-
yemez  cOsman  (mentioned  in   the  text)   promotion to the chief command of
the  coips  had  been  legulaily  leached  by   seniority.   Selim now disiegaided
this  principle;  he chose the commander-in-chief where he pleased, and gave
him   the title of Yenicheri Aghasi or Agha (i. e. General) of the Janissaries,
a title which his ^uccessois continued to bear till the suppiession of the corps
by Mahmud II in 1241 (1826).